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MESSAGE FROM THE
CLUB PRESIDENT
Player numbers – same but different
This year the club registered about 500 players, approximately the same number as in 2011, with players’ ages
ranging from four years old to almost sixty years old. There was an increase in registrations of girls in the age
groups under 8 to under 13, and a decrease in registrations of boys in the age groups under 10 to under 14, which
was consistent with a trend across the Canterbury district. There was an increase in registrations of boys in the age
groups under 15 to under 17, and numbers in adult male teams remained unchanged.

Volunteering
Whilst coaches and managers positions were filled quickly, there was a decline in the number of volunteers for
behind the scenes roles. Some of those who did volunteer multi tasked to ensure a smooth season. The club’s
school holiday camp didn’t proceed, there were no coaching courses, and there was no newsletter.

Social media
This year the club engaged with social media – Twitter and Facebook, and acquired some followers throughout
the club. In coming years, I can see the club moving towards these media and away from emails as the primary
means of communication with players and parents. Their simplicity greatly assists the club’s volunteer behind the
scenes people to get important messages out to members with minimum effort. I would urge all of you to connect
with the club through Twitter and Facebook in 2013.

On the field
Eight of our sixteen teams in competitive age groups qualified for semi-finals. The under 13 and under 15 teams
“took the double”: – the minor premiership and the grand final in their competition. The under 11 Girls, under 12
boys and under 16 boys were semi-finalists, and our under 17 boys team were in contention for most of the season
but narrowly missed out.
The players in these teams benefited from coaching programs put in place at the club as far back as 2003. Many
of the players in these teams were on the receiving end of some significant defeats in previous years. Their success
this year is an endorsement of the club’s steady and patient approach to coaching youngsters, and preparedness
to shrug off losses in the early years as a necessary part of development.
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2012 AWARDS
Goalkeeper of the Year

Peter Vernicos (15/1)
Numerous clean sheets and the hero in the 15/1 Grand Final penalty shoot out victory.

Team Manager of the Year

Lydia Zammit (8/3)
Brought the team together through a very challenging season, on and off the field.

Madeline Wright Award for Good Sportsmanship

Damiano Finocchiaro (7 Taipans)
Displayed an amazing spirit and an extremely high level of enthusiasm throughout
the season by volunteering to take charge of the 7/Taipans at the age of 15.
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Tony Brown Award - Coach of the Year

Eddy Ottaviano
and Chris Dey (8/8)

A great coaching partnership. They proved to be great role models for their 8/8 team this season. They taught
their team positive attitudes and behaviours; consistently focused on key training objectives; effectively taught
their team everything about football especially the basics like passing, dribbling, shooting and tackling. They
ensured that their team was constantly learning and growing their skills in a very inspiring environment.

Team of the Year
9/1A Girls
A great group of players who were successful
on the field, displayed great sportsmanship,
and maintained a positive attitude throughout
the season.
The U9 / 1 Girls decided to follow on the Wolves
theme and took on the name ”Wolvettes”.
It didn’t take the team long to find a suitable
mascot and develop a ‘wolf howl’ at the end of
each game.
The team was made up of 11 players, ranging in
age from 7-9 years old. We were fortunate to
have all of the team from last year return with
the addition of two new players and with the
girls competition in this age group increasing
from 5 to 10 teams, we knew we were in for an exciting season. Each of our unique players worked incredibly
hard all season, further developing their skills, speed, strength and control . It was great to see their skills and
friendships carry over from last season and continue to grow this season.
Each of the games were action packed and there are not too many games where players run so fast that their
boots fall apart or when the goals collapse after the team scores a goal! One of the highlights for the team was
when the girls had the opportunity to play on a larger field and get a taste of what they will face next year. The
girls took the opportunity to show that they are ready to extend their skills and their consistency as always to
work together as a team shone through.
The 2012 season was a ‘howling ’success for our Wolvettes, with 1 loss, 1 draw and 16 wins. The Wolvettes ended
with a total of 74 goals scored and only 19 goals against them. Congratulations to the Wolvettes for their
wonderful results this year and we look forward to a brilliant 2013 season.
7

CELEBRATING 10 YEARS AT THE CLUB

Keith Edwards

Koray Valerio

Stephen Cush

Paul Rainey

Peter Wallace

Jack Amond

David Harding

Rod Keighran

Darryn Kelly

Paul Simeoni

Christopher Hart

Thomas Louie

Emmanuel Diamantis

Walter Galizia

Jacob Riley

Tony Cittadino

Peter Vernicos

Damiano Finocchiaro Spiridon Apostolopoulos Sebastian Leach
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CELEBRATING 5 YEARS AT THE CLUB

Hugo Lack

Patrick Lunn

Kurtis Castorina

Fabian Di Mento

Glenn Fredericks

Ethan Etienne

Gabrielle Rainey

Michael Inhelder

Oliver Flack

Michael Petricevic

Stephen Lovarini

Thomas Gonzales

Andrew Robinson

Victor Kasalo

Kien Le Board

Tim Smyth

Darko Piliskic

Benjamin Lorquet

Johny Abarno

Luca Dimeglio

Tom Buchanan Jeremy Mackenzie

Jordan Krejci

Shaun Mccarthy
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WOMEN’S FOOTBALL ON THE WAY UP AT
ABBOTSFORD IN 2013!
2012 was a wonderful season for the female football
players at AJFC. With the number of teams registered
with AJFC to play in the girls competition doubling in
the last two years, the demand and interest for girls to
be involved in football is obvious.

For many of the girls, this has been their first season
playing soccer. They have had the opportunity to
develop their fitness and friendships in a fun and
supportive environment. Having the option to play in
either a mixed comp or to play in an all girls
competition has opened up the opportunity for girls to
be involved in a sport where previously they only stood
on the side lines.

In 2013, to further support and encourage Women to become involved with football, AJFC will be offering a

30% discount to ladies (over 18) who register to play next season.
So, if you have stood on the sidelines watching all the fun, this is your opportunity to get fit and have lots of fun
and get involved with the action.
Ladies of all ages and levels of experience are encouraged to take advantage of this great opportunity, Start
getting your team together now!

To register your interest, email your details to prainey@bigpond.com
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THANK YOU FOR SUPPORTING AJFC!
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2012 SEASON IN REVIEW
Under 8/3
A lot of the boys were new to football and the team this
year and during the season they have all made huge
improvements in how they play the game.

Whilst the season in terms of wins and losses was up and
down the best thing of all was that the girls all had fun.
Each week the boys all pulled together to support each
other and they all put in 100% effort each and every
week. Despite not winning many games this season, the
boys showed solidarity, strength, and commitment to the
game of soccer. The boys deserve a huge wrap for their
efforts.
Best and Fairest: Nicholas O’Brien
Most Improved: Alexander Zammit
Best Goalkeeper: Zachariah Rowshanak

With four reserves and a rotating goal keeper there was
ample opportunity for the girls to field in the different
areas of defence and attack with time to also chit chat
on the side of the field.
It was also not a year without some drama as given the
girl’s commitment to their sport and their team mates
they put their bodies on the line and even blood was
spilled in defending the goals.
Though 2012 has come to a close it can be assured that
the Dragons will rise again to greater heights in 2013.

Under 8/1 Girls
Under 8/6

In 2012 Abbotsford Junior Football Club fielded eleven
girls in the Under 8s. The team members were
Andie Comino, Olivia Galletta, Lili Guermanoff,
Charlotte Hogan, Chelsea Horne, Pheobe Michie,
Isabella Pietrobon, Emilia Quinlan, Trinity Ray,
Rachel Vaile and Emily Vellar.

An interesting season. We lost all but one game and
regardless the boys did us proud! Each week they got out
on the field and had a rip roaring go, which is what club
Football is all about!

Being their first year together the girls needed to decide
on a name for their team. After some debate over
several different names all the girls agreed that they
would be called “The Dragons” and so the legend
began.
The Dragons’ season started well with a couple of wins
but as the season progressed the girls experienced what
it was like to lose as well.
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The boys enjoyed it, the parents enjoyed it and we all
had great fun, lots of wonderful laughs, cups of tea, home
baked cakes and ‘snakes’ at half time!
Thank you Boys, Coaches and Managers. We look
forward to next year!

Under 9/2
The under 9/2's had a challenging season in a competitive
division. The team showed excellent spirit and enthusiasm
throughout- a great bunch and a great example of fair
playing junior sportsmen. Over the season the boys got to
try out different positions on the field and they improved
their skill level as a team and individually. There was a
lot of great work each week.

Best and Fairest: Jake Chahoud
Most Improved: Lachlan Muler
Best Goalkeeper: Emanuele Mascitelli

Under 9/1B Girls
This was their season together. The team was made up of
two local schools and a ring in. The girls quickly formed
friendships and after everyone settled into their positions
began to play some great team football.
Thanks to Jamie and Fabian for great work in goals and
on the field, Tom and Bailey for penetrating dribbling up
the field, Johny and Ned for their skills on the ball, Ben for
his work as a forward and to Jacob and Adrian for
The girls all developed their skills throughout the season
providing solid defence. Thanks also to all the Strikers!
thanks to our great coach, Steve. As a result all girls are
Acknowledgment is also due to the parents for their
support and positive attitude.
keen to continue the season and be part of the Abbotsford Club for 2013.
Best and Fairest: Sachi Farrmer
Most Improved: Jacinta Macaluso
Best Goalkeeper: Lauren Flint
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Under 9/5
The Under 9/5’s have had an extremely successful season,
in which all players demonstrated increasing levels of
maturity and skill. Our coach, Craig McNeill has done an
outstanding job of developing existing skills and fostering
new skills in players. Luca Seritti and Eaden McNeill again
showed their talent as strikers, with Alessio Lyras shining
in the latter half of the season. Emilio Fasanella and
Hugo Hegi provided a solid, effective defense refusing in
many difficult situations to cede the ball to aggressive
opposition.
Coming new into this team this year Julian Canclini has
grown into an all-rounder of great versatility, proving
effective in both defense and attack. Also new to the
team this year Nikolas Letros and Oscar Lindsay were the
glue in the mid-field, keeping the ball moving and
passing effectively to facilitate many an effective strike.
Finally, Jordan Tornatore yet again showed his mastery as
goalkeeper, and his versatility as a high impact player in
other roles. Altogether, a stunning season with great improvements in confidence and success. Well done!
Best and Fairest: Luca Seritti
Most Improved: Hugo Hegi
Best Goalkeeper: Jordan Tomatore

Under 9/8
The first game of the season showed so much promise
with a 2-0 lead over Burwood at half time but Burwood
came back strong in the 2nd half to win 4-3.

Thereafter the team suffered a string of defeats away
and at home as new players found their feet, goalkeeping duties were rotated and substitutes were limited in a
team of only 9 players.
It seemed however that the team turned the corner in
mid-May with their 1st win of the season 2-0 against Marrickville B in mid-May. This saw the start of a close match
-up with both Marrickville Teams (A & B) over following
weeks which yielded 3 low scoring draws as a well as a 2nd
win 1-0 at home against Balmain. So the season therefore
finished well for the “motley crew” who were the U9/8’s
and all involved with the team.
Best and Fairest: Jack Georgiadis
Most Improved: Tim Brenner
Best Goalkeeper: Marcus Jothy

Under 10/2 Girls
After a slow start to the season with only 2 wins from our
first 6 matches, the team decided to turn things around
by training twice a week. Our coach, Luke, decided to
put the girls through gruelling fitness training including
Bear Runs and Shuttle Sprints and was assisted by one of
the parents, Kevin, with techniques and tactics. This paid
off with the girls rising to the challenge and being
undefeated for the remainder of the season. Team
captain Cassie led by example, combined with Sienna
and Sibella , her coordination of our defensive line
became known as the Abbotsford Wall. Once our strikers
(Ella, Mia S, Alyssa) and midfielders (Mia Q, Melita,
Naomi, Emily, Elena and Ashley) settled into their
positions they would run rings around the opposition.
Most importantly the girls played the game in the best
spirit, came together as a tight team and good friends
that were very supportive of one another on and off the
field. The collective mood of the team and parents at the
end of 2012 was BRING ON 2013!!!

Best and Fairest:
Cassie Harding
Most Improved:
Siena Zadro
Best Goalkeeper(s): Ella McIlveen and Melita Georgiadis
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Under 10/4
The U10/4 team is made of a mixture of boys who have
played together for 5 years and a few new comers who
joined this year. They have bonded and play a good
passing game with great shots on goal, some that needed
to be seen to be believed.

The U11/2's was a mix of U10 and U11's for 2012. The team
came together very well and continued to learn lots more
about the fundamentals of the game, having fun at
training and at each Saturday game. Putting their hearts
and soul into every game kept the boys going each week.
The end of the season saw the group emerge as a team
with better skills and teamwork to take them to the 2013
season. Well done all round team!
Best and Fairest: Athan Koutsogiannis
Most Improved: Jacob O'Loughlin
Best Goalkeeper: Luca DiMeglio

Under 11/2 Girls

The boys had only 4 losses early in the season and have
been undefeated for the last 9 games. The Parents and
Boys have developed a bond and really enjoy the get
together on game day and at training, and are already
missing each other’s company. We can’t wait until the
next season!
Best and Fairest: Hugo Lack
Most Improved: Joshua Johansson
Best Goalkeeper: Valerio Mance AND James Seccombe

The team had a very successful year, finishing the regular
season in second place and only losing narrowly in their
two finals games. They beat every team in the
competition and had the equal best defensive
record – not bad for a small squad which included a
number of girls playing up a year and two girls who had
not played football before.
Our policy was to rotate players through all positions in
the first half of the season then settle players in positions
which suited them best. This worked well and by finals
time the team was playing well together. The girls
developed good passing and positional play skills and
had a competitive but friendly mentality. I would like to
congratulate them for their concern shown to injured
opposition players and also to make an effort to improve
while having fun.

Under 11/2

Best and Fairest: Elise Davies
Most Improved:
Ruby Lindsay
Best Goalkeeper: Francesca Bull
15

Under 12/4
I am so proud of the effort our boys put in each and
every week. It has been another tough season for our
boys. They had to transition to playing on a full field
which did come as a shock at first and then dealing with
a shortage of players that were allocated to our age
group. The team had to take the field each week with
barely (or less than) a full squad and play against teams
that all had at least 3-4 substitutes. It required an enormous amount of courage and strength for all of our boys
to continue playing with a positive outlook each week
and they did this every game and never gave up!

Against all the odds the team made it to the Semi Finals
and were unluckily beaten by one goal in the last 5
minutes. Every member of our team deserves an award
this year due to their outstanding efforts, loyalty and
commitment they have shown their Abbotsford jersey.

Euan was solid in goal with several clean sheets and a
courageous save in the grand-final, which turned the momentum in the match our way. In the mid-field, Elvis
looked after the left wing and was able to both score
goals and provide some great crosses into the centre. We
also had Patrick, Alex and Anthony – all able to dribble
the ball through pack as well as providing great support
in defence. Patrick will also be remembered for
nervously converting a penalty in the Grand Final.
Finally Phillip and Charlie were also both equally at
home in defence or attacking from the mid-field.
Our strongest opposition throughout the year was
Strathfield (undefeated except for their games against
us!) so it was no surprise to meet them in the grand final.
We were expecting a tough match and we got one. It
was a bit of a slow start from the boys with grand-final
nerves being evident. An early goal from Sean was disallowed for offside and we spent a lot of time defending
some strong attacks. The boys then got their passing
game working and soon both Sean and Leon scored.
Some great work from Euan and the defence meant that
we went into half-time leading two-nil. Strathfield came
out fighting in the second half and before too long had
scored. However, the boys held out and a penalty from
Patrick towards the end meant that we were victorious
3-1. Congratulations to all of the boys on their fantastic
season and thanks to Morgan for his great work as coach.

Best and Fairest: Domenico Cantale
Most Improved: Daniel Yim
Best Goalkeeper: Christian Pezo

Under 13/3
What a great season it was for the team, finishing as
grand-final winners after an un-defeated season. The
boys started the season with a 12 -1 win and didn’t look
back. Some numbers tell the story: 91 goals for and 16
against; two 12-1 wins; and most matches being won by at
least 4 goals. It was a real team effort with consistently
good performances from the all of the boys. Harrison,
Best and Fairest: Leon Puacha
Leon, Sean and Connor did a great job up front with
Most Improved: Phillip Crandall
each scoring more than 10 goals for the season.
Our defence was equally as strong with Jono, Tyler and AJ Best Goalkeeper: Euan Hart
dominating opposition forwards.
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Under 16/1
2012 season was a highly successful year for the boys with
only three losses all year. This ensured that we finished
third on the competition table and had a chance in the
final series. This was not a bad effort for a newly formed
team.
The individual talent was evident right across the park
and when they boys combined to play as a team the style
of football was sublime. The football was of high standard and quite often a pleasure to watch. The pleasing
aspects for us as coaches was the way that they possessed
the ball, the way they adopted the two touch philosophy,
movement off the ball and vision which at times was
extraordinary.
Sometimes it was hard to believe that these players were
only 15 year old boys. Their superb style of play was most
evident when we played against Belmore United at
Best and Fairest:
Sydney Olympic Park, Homebush. The Stadium played
Most Improved:
the National Anthem before the game which was played Best Goalkeeper
on a pristine surface. The boys arguably played their best
game of the season in their 4-1 defeat of Belmore United.
The boys moved the ball around and created so many
chances that they could have won 10-1 against very good
opposition. Belmore went on to win the Grand Final in
our Division.
I personally would like to thank all the boys for their
continued effort, dedication and enthusiasm all year. It
was a pleasure to coach them. A big thank you must go
to the assistant coach David Harding for assisting me in
preparing the boys each week and to the team Manager
Joe Di Fluri. Joe’s constant texting and updates ensured
we all were aware of the game schedule and location of
the grounds.
I also would like to acknowledge and thank all the
parents for supporting and ensuring the boys turned up
to training and the games. We all know how hard it is to
balance work and family life.
Lastly, we would like to thank Keith Walker and his team
for their joint training sessions throughout the season and
to Wayne Timms and AJFC club for allowing us to be part
of this wonderful family orientated club.
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Robbie Webb
Lawrence Pitronaci
Michael Politis

Under 17/1
From the sidelines it was a joy to watch your technical
skills, your fighting spirit, understanding of the game and
the professional behaviour that make you such an outstanding team and group of young men. Congratulations
on another fantastic season!!

We powered into the 2012 season full of energy and
enthusiasm after winning 5 in a row and reaching the
Grand Final in 2011.

Almost all of our players returned in 2012 and we
recruited 5 new players (sadly having to turn two away).
The team’s first game was a positive start with a 3:0
home win against Hurlstone Park and it was great to see
the boys’ spirited performance and the way they played Best and Fairest: Kien Le-Board and Ricardo Faria
Most Improved: We had a really well-balanced and
as a team from the very beginning.
technically capable group of boys
Best
Goalkeeper:
Aidan Sussman (AND Damiano
Our season 2012 had everything – starting with rostering
Finocchiaro
and Mathew Agnew for
players off, then some weeks struggling to field a team,
stepping up when Aidan was injured)
injuries and some of the best football we have seen. One
thing is assured these boys are the pride of Abbotsford in
their professionalism on and off the field.

AA/2

“There are scientists who will tell you that spirit, because
it can’t be measured, doesn’t exist. Bollocks. It does exist.”
Sam Allardyce, now West Ham manager.
There were some sensational goals and as the season
progressed and the team jelled, some beautiful passages
of play emerged - to the extent that they even beat the
most competitive team in an overall highly challenging
Division 1.
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Under 6 Bilbies

Under 6 Kangaroos

Under 6 Echidnas

Under 6 Possums
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Under 6 Wombats

Under 7 Dingos

Under 7 Crocs

Under 7 Goanaas
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Under 7 Pythons

Under 7 Taipans

Under 7 Red Bellies

Under 8/2
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Under 8/8

Under 13/1 Girls

Under 9/1

Under 15/1
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AJFC – 15/1’s – Division One Champions !!!

Many thanks to the parents and families, for all their
support during the season, in getting the boys to training
and games, and help in setting up and pulling down the
field. I am sure we are all proud of the team’s fabulous
effort in winning the 2012 15’s Division 1.

What a finish to a great season by the 15/1’s.
The team entered the Grand Final against Five Dock as
minor premiers of Division 1, with 15 wins, 1 draw and 2
losses, 104 goals for and only 20 against. In fact only one
player didn’t manage to score a goal during the season,
and it wasn’t the goalkeeper.

Best and Fairest:
Most Improved:
Best Goalkeeper

We didn’t have a good first half in the GF, on a bumpy
and dusty Henley Park field. Five Dock started well, and
had us on the back foot, leading 2-0 at half time, after a
long range goal and one from a goal mouth scramble
following a corner. The boys needed to dig deep if they
were to get back into the game. The large amount of
supporters who came, hoped the half time talk by Keith
could to do the trick.
Great defending by Jeremy, Thomas, Chris and Luke E,
made sure the Five Dock attack was kept quiet in the
second half. Colin and Peter were as solid as ever. Our
midfield of Sam, Oli, Luke A and Harry made sure our
forwards had chances, while Ricky, John and Michael kept
peppering the goals. We continued to press the Five Dock
defence, and had them under all sorts of pressure. Good
keeping and some wayward shooting meant we couldn’t
get the first for a while.
Finally the breakthrough came, when John latched onto
a loose ball in the penalty box, and snuck it past the
keeper. The team was putting their bodies on the line. A
collision between our sweeper Colin, and keeper Peter,
saw Colin taken off with a head knock, while Peter
sported cuts on his head and ear. The team continued to
dominate the second half, and some great lead up work
allowed ‘Goose’ to get on the end of a through ball, and
chip the keeper from the edge of the box. 2-2 with some
time to go. The ball went back and forth, with both
teams having chances to get a winner, but neither team
able to find the back of the net.
Full time, and now for 20 minutes of extra time. Again,
both teams had chances, but couldn’t put through the
winner. Time had run out, and penalties were going to
decide the winner. The five brave souls to step up for their
spot kick, were Michael, Sam, Ricky, Chris and Harry. We
managed 4 out of 5, but Peter made a great save on one
Five Dock penalty, and they missed a second, meaning
when Harry took his and scored, Abbotsford were the
Champions. The team showed their ‘never say die’ attitude all the way to the finish. Great seasons by all the
boys, including Matt, who was injured half way through
the season, but still managed to get to the games to
support the team.
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Jerermy Malik
Ricky Morsello
The one and only Peter Vernicos
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