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AJFC Under 14/1s Star in State Cup
The AJFC Under 14/1s have done the Club proud with a stunning performance to reach the 
semi-finals of the State Cup. Its a great achievement for a team and a coach who have been 
together for several years. 

The State Cup is a knock out 

competition run by Football NSW 

that is open to all affiliated Clubs in 

the State. It is run in age divisions 

from Under 11 to Under 18 with 

separate competitions for older 

ages. More than 500 teams 

entered.

Our Under 14s are a team 

coached by our Coaching Director 

Keith Walker that has mostly been 

together for the past 3 or more 

years. Many of the boys have 

played together since they were 

Under 10s. Last year as Under 

13/1s they finished runners up in 

the competition, going down 

narrowly in the Grand Final to 

Leichhardt Tigers. 

This year they’ve welcomed 

some new players from other 

Clubs and are currently 

undefeated at the top of the 

Canterbury District league table .

After a bye in the first round, 

their State Cup campaign started 

with a 5 -1 win over the Bensley 

Road Gunners from Macquarie 

Fields (the former team of Brett 

Emerton).  Round 3 resulted in a 1 

- 0 victory over Menai at Bennett 

Park.  

Next came a heart stopper 

against St Mary’s Eaglevale A. 

After a 0 - 0 draw after extra time, 

which featured super defending 

from Thomas and Colin, the boys 

triumphed  3 - 2 in the penalty 

shoot-out.

This meant a semi final at 

Valentine Park, Football NSW’s 

headquarters, against Miranda, 

who had just beaten Dubbo to get 

that far.

In a thrilling game that could 

have gone either way, the boys 

lost by the only goal of the game.

While the loss was 

disappointing, the boys can be 

proud of reaching the final 4 of 

such a major competition. The 

Club is certainly proud of them.

Abbotsford Junior Football Club
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In 2001, ‘Harry Potter and the 

Philosopher’s Stone’ was released 

on the big screen. The story follows 

Harry Potter’s first year at Hogwarts 

as he discovers that he is a famous 

wizard and begins his magical 

education.

In that same year, the Canterbury 

District Football Association 

introduced an Over 35s competition 

for the very first time. AJFC entered 

two teams. One of the teams 

included a bunch of wizards and 

magicians in their own right. They 

called themselves the ‘Gypsies’ 

because most of the players came 

from areas outside of Abbotsford 

and Five Dock. These areas included 

Bass Hill, Cronulla and Chester Hill.            

Legend has it that the original 

meeting place and where all the 

Gypsies’ motivational speeches 

came from in the early days was 107 

Hampden Road, Abbotsford.  

One of the early founders of the 

team was Stephen Cush, also known 

by his teammates as the ‘red card 

specialist’! “I had been playing All-

Age football for several years. 

One day, during a match, I 

accidentally broke the leg of an 

opposing player. I was devastated 

after that and decided to take a 

break from the game indefinitely” 

says Stephen. 

“But then when I heard about a 

35s competition being set up, I was 

really keen to get a team together for 

the inaugural season...which we 

thankfully did...the Gypsies were 

born”.

Today the Gypsies are very much 

a melting pot including a doctor, 

truck driver, lawyer, accountant, 

fundraiser, musician, financial 

planner, stock broker and labourer.

Captain of the 2011 Gypsies, 

Lou Panucci, has been there since 

day one back in 2001 and recalls 

fondly the start of the Gypsies’ 

journey: “We started off in Division 2 

and made the preliminary semi final 

in the first year. We were stoked!                                                       

The main thing which struck me 

immediately was the camaraderie 

among the group and the sense that 

this was going to be a very tight-knit 

bunch of players” 

Now remarkably in his 11th 

season with the Gypsies, Lou 

considers winning the over 35s 

Division 4 Grand Final in 2006 as the 

team’s greatest moment so far.

Gaining inspiration from Italy 

winning the World Cup in Germany 

that year, the Gypsies defeated the 

mighty Enfield in the grand final 5-2 

at Neild Park. “It was a dream come 

true” says Lou. “We were 5-1 up at 

half time. This was against a team 

which was virtually unbeaten the 

whole season. We absolutely blitzed 

them that day. It was brilliant!” 

Lou strongly believes resilience 

is a key common characteristic 

amongst the Gypsies. “Despite 

numerous injuries, some quite 

serious, over the years, we have had 

about 9 players form the nucleus of 

the side ever year for the last 10 

years and we continue to produce 

unsung heroes like Andrew Gibbs 

who came back stronger than ever 

one season after breaking his leg; 

and the incredible Russell Muller who 

came back from a stroke...the day 

after a game, a few years back!” 

says Lou.

Keith Edwards, also known as 

‘Doc’, once revived a player during 

an All-Age game. Keith, a qualified 

Gypsies Keep Kicking On After 10 Great Seasons!
Gilbert Lorquet, a recent recruit (he’s only just become qualified), gives the history of one of 
our distinguished Over 35s teams.

Original Gypsies still going strong! (from left to right) Phil Wing, Russell 
Muller, Lou Panucci, Stephen Cush, Barry Agnew, Keith Edwards
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It’s amazing to think that 
there are only a few games left in 
the 2011 SSF season.  The last 
games are due to be played on 
the 13th August. It’s been a great 
pleasure to be involved with the 
club as the U6 Coordinator. At 
the same time it has been a 
learning curve for me - prior to 
this my last involvement in junior 
soccer was over twenty years 
ago.  

The enrolment for the season 
was over 60 kids, who were 

spread across 7 teams.  Such is 
the interest in SSF in the area, 
that we’re still getting requests 
for registration long after they 
closed off. We hope to see these 
players (along with this season’s 
intake) registering for next 
season. 

Apart from a few 
interruptions with bad weather, 
we’ve had a lot of lovely 
Saturday mornings to enjoy. The 
commitment of the parents and 
the enthusiasm of their children 
have been really positive.  So 
much so, that you can sense 
how the kid’s engagement and 
skill levels have developed 
during the season.  A few weeks 
ago, the U7 Coordinator 

remarked that the U6 teams 
would give the U7’s a run for 
their money! Perhaps a few inter-
age games would be an idea for 
next season.  

One of the season’s 
highlights has been the 
traditional home and away 
games with the Leichhardt 
Saints.  These games were a real 
success and brought added 
excitement to both groups’ 
experience of SSF. 

Thanks to Anne, Keith, Neil 
and Eddy for helping to make 
this season such a success.  
Thanks also to the parent 
helpers whose contribution is so 
important. 

Another good year for our smallest players
Ed Pettigrew is co-ordinator for our Under 6’s. Here he writes about what its been like so 
far this season.

emergency specialist, and former 

head of Liverpool hospital 

emergency, believes the right timing 

made all the difference. “We had just 

finished and were dissecting the 

game when all of a sudden I turned 

and saw a player on the ground. He 

had suffered a heart attack. He was 

only 26! The ambulance arrived to 

assist him, however they appeared 

to be experiencing some trouble in 

reviving him. I decided to run over 

and thankfully was able to revive 

him. There’s never a dull moment 

when you’re playing for the Gypsies!“ 

The 2011 edition of the Gypsies 

find themselves competing in 

division 5, having played most of the 

last decade in divisions 3 and 4.

Barry Agnew, long time AJFC 

Club registrar and Gypsies stalwart 

has been bringing the famous ‘grog 

and meat tray’ for many years.                               

“The Gypsies are notorious for 

sticking around after the game for a 

round of drinks and abiding by their 

‘no eskie, no play’ policy” says Barry. 

Regardless of the result at the 

end of the season, the Gypsies have 

traditionally always collected money 

throughout the season in order to 

fund their post season celebration.

By all accounts, planning for the 

post 2011 season celebration is 

already underway! 

Gypsies, we salute you!
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For several years PJ Gallaghers, on 

the corner of Victoria and Lyon’s Roads 

Drummoyne has been AJFC’s and our 

senior teams’ de-facto Clubhouse.

Post-match post-mortems, Club and 

Team meetings and all-important team 

bonding sessions are regularly held in its 

grand, authentic Irish interior.

PJ Gallaghers has also been our 

senior teams sponsor for the past 3 years. 

The logo with its tag line “good food, good 

wine, good music” now prominently 

appears on the seniors’ new light blue 

shirts.

PJ Gallaghers is also a popular venue 

with Club members for non-footballing 

reasons.

As well as the downstairs bar, scene 

of Tuesday Night Trivia, the upstairs 

restaurant is highly rated for its food and 

its good value pricing. 

Children are welcome. The $20 

Thursday lobster special is particularly 

recommended.

Senior Sponsor is Important 
Part of the Team

Thanks to Gilbert, Ed, Eva for contributions to this 
issue.

Got some news everyone should know? Like to feature 
your team? Pictures especially welcome.  

Send to news@ajfc.net.au

Thanks to our 
Sponsors and 

Partners

Canada Bay Club Supports AJFC
AJFC is one of a large number of local 

community organisations that have 

enjoyed the generous support of the 

Canada Bay Club.

Recently the Club presented AJFC 

with a substantial cheque to assist in 

providing services to our members.

The money will be used to purchase a 

new marquee to protect the volunteer St 

Johns Ambulance people, who freely 

provide us with much appreciated 

medical support on game days, and will 

also go a long way to helping to upgrade 

the change rooms and canteen facilities.

The Canada Bay Club is proud to 

have won a Clubs NSW Community 

Service Award in 2010, and was also a 

finalist in the categories of Best Club 

Entertainment, Best Club Functions, 

Human Resources Management and 

Outstanding Financial Management.

We congratulate the Club on its 

achievements and are grateful to have 

them as a partner.
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